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Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 
Penzance. 


The  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS, 

BOROUGH  OF  PENZANCE 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

What  may  prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  significant  developments 
for  many  years  was  the  formation  of  the  West  Cornwall  Water  Board, 
to  which  the  Authority’s  water  undertakings  were  transferred  on 
April  1st.  While  this  event  did  not  have  any  immediate  public 
health  importance  within  the  Borough  itself,  it  marked  the  beginning 
of  what  should  be  a  vast  improvement  in  the  safety  and  reliability 
of  supplies  in  the  area  as  a  whole.  From  this  the  Borough,  by 
virtue  of  its  importance  as  the  main  centre  of  population,  must 
benefit.  The  transfer  to  another  body  of  the  duty  to  supply  water 
in  no  way  lessens  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority  for 
keeping  an  eye,  through  its  Public  Health  Department,  on  the  bac¬ 
teriological  safety  and  general  potability.  Regular  weekly 
sampling  has  thus  continued  and  the  necessary  close  liaison,  and 
quick  consultation  when  need  arises,  has  undoubtedly  been  facili¬ 
tated  by  the  fact  that  Local  Authority  colleagues  are  now  Water 
Board  colleagues* 


Further  evidence  of  co-operative  action  between  neighbouring 
Authorities  was  the  joint  meeting  in  June  with  representatives  of 
St.  Just  Urban  District  and  'West  Penwith  Rural  District  Councils 
over  the  final  preparation  of  their  respective  reports  on  the 
slaughterhouse  situation  in  their  districts,  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  by  November  of  the  year.  As 
described  in  my  previous  report,  much  progress  had  been  made  in 
1959  in  gathering  facts  and  opinions  for  this  report.  The  \>rork 
of  interviewing,  and  re-interviewing  slaughterhouse  owners  and 
others  continued  in  i960  and  led  up  to  this  meeting.  An  important 
matter  discussed  was  the  fixing  of  the  Appointed  Day”  on  which 
the  Hygiene  and  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations  would  become 
operative  for  existing  slaughterhouses:  the  date  to  be  recommended 
to  the  Minister  was  a  matter  of  choice  for  individual  Authorities, 
after  duly  considering  representations  of  slaughterhouse  owners 
on  the  length  of  time  they  would  need  to  carry  out  any  necessary 
alterations.  Nevertheless  it  was  felt  that  close  co-ordination 
of  the  dates  by  neighbouring  Authorities  would  be  fairer  to  all  con¬ 
cerned.  These  final  consultations,  at  which  St.  Ives  Borough  was 
not  represented  merely  because  its  problems  were  different  proved 
most  helpful,  and  the  final  Slaughterhouse  Report,  including  de¬ 
tailed  comments  on  the  five  slaughterhouses  at  present  licensed  in 
the  Borough,  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  July,  well  ahead  of 
the  deadline  date. 


No  infectious  diseases,  for  which  immunisation  is  readily 
available  through  clinic  and  family  doctor,  occurred  in  the  Borough 
in  I960.  The  relati/ely  new  recruit  to  the  preventive  armament, 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis,  continued  to  flourish.  Another 
1,195  persons,  mostly  children  and  young  adults,  received  a  full 
course  of  injections  in  this  Health  ^rea  of  the  County  Council 
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during  the  year.  This  brought  the  number  immunised  since  the  very 
tentative  beginnings  in  1956,  when  only  120  were  immunised  in  a 
whole  year,  to  13,682. 

The  case  of  meningococcal  meningitis  shown  in  the  Table  at 
Appendix  A  was  of  a  child  admitted  to  the  West  Cornwall  Hospital 
from  without  the  Borough,  and  who  subsequently  developed  diagnostic 
signs,  but  was  successfully  isolated.  Another  case  of  meningitis, 
also  from  outside  the  Borough  boundary,  proved  to  be  influenzal  in 
origin. The  cases  of  dysentery  (all  Sonne,  the  almost  endemic  mild 
variety  of  dysentery)  were  sporadic  and  unrelated,  but  in  two  in¬ 
stances  involved  food  handlers  as  contacts,  showing  the  importance 
of  a  high  standard  of  personal  hygiene  in  this  group  of  workers. 

Certainly  the  most  important  group  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  continues  to  be  tuberculosis,  in  the  prevention  and  con¬ 
tainment  of  which  so  much  work  is  being  done  in  the  area.  Unlike 
many  of  the  other  infectious  diseases  infectivity  can  continue  over 
many  months,  especially  if  untreated,  and  one  of  the  eight  cases 
notified  demonstrated  this  to  an  alarming  degree.  After  information 
had  been  received  that  a  man,  once  an  hotel  worker  in  this  area  and 
now  suffering  from  '’open”  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  had  discharged 
himself  from  a  West  Midland  hospital  to  an  unspecified  address,  a 
search  was  made  for  him  in  the  town.  He  was  eventually  traced  in 
temporary  occupation  of  a  holiday  caravan,  the  second  he  had  occu¬ 
pied  within  a  few  weeks.  He  was  again  under  notice  to  quit,  the 
holiday  season  being  imminent.  With  the  greatest  help  and  co¬ 
operation  from  hospital  doctors  and  caravan  owners  alike,  it  became 
possible  to  ease  this  desperately  ill  man  back  into  hospital  care, 
much  to  his  own  benefit  and  that  of  the  population  in  general.  The 
fact  that  another  patient  with  advanced  tuberculosis,  also  in  the 
catering  trade,  but  in  a  neighbouring  district,  was  also  found 
during  this  same  year  serves  as  a  strong  reminder  that  there  are  still 
people,  who,  driven  by  fear,  will  hide  themselves  away  and  lose  the 
enormous  advantage  of  early  treatment  with  the  modern  drugs  and 
methods  available. 


The  Meals-on-Wheels  service  started  by  the  W.V.S.  in  1959, 
and  supported  by  the  Council,  continued  throughout  the  current  year 
with  twice  weekly  deliveries  to  twenty-four  old  people.  Surprising' 
ly  no  waiting  list  of  applicants  could  be  built  up  to  justify  an 
extension:  this  does  not  mean  that  no  further  need  exists,  but  is  a 
demonstration  of  the  independence  of  many  old  people  -  on  occasions 
more  help  could  be  given  if  this  laudable  trait  were  less  strongly 
developed!  During  the  year  much  work,  often  of  a  time  consuming 
nature,  was  done  in  support  of  aged  persons  in  need  for  one  reason 
or  another:  here  the  help  of  the  Health  Visitors  on  the  County 
Council  staff  is  invaluable.  Two  persons,  ages  80  and  94,  both 
living  in  appalling  conditions,  were  eventually  persuaded  to  accept 
reasonable  alternatives 


Mr.  Harper’s  report  that  follows  gives  a  concise  account  of  the 
wide  range  of  routine  work,  which  will  always  remain  to  be  done  in 
maintaining  proper  standards  of  hygiene,  no  matter  how  good  the  equip¬ 
ment  or  detailed  the  regulations.  The  move  towards  obtaining  better 
standards  in  camping  and  caravan  sites,  followed  by  the  revolutionary 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  was  a  timely  one  in  view 
of  the  obvious  increase  of  this  kind  of  holiday-making. 


D.  L.  JOHNSON. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICAL  INFORMS  TION 


Area  -  3,155  acres 

Population  -  19,490  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  mid-year  i960) 

Rateable  Value  -  £252,  923 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  -  £1,003 

No.  of  Units  of  Living  Accommodation  -  6,766 


Livebirths :  124  Male  123  Female  '  247  Total 

Rate  per  1,000  population;  12.7 


Illegitimate  Livebirths: 

Stillbirths : 

Total  Births: 

Infant  Deaths: 


8  Male  6  Female 

Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births: 

3  Male  2  Female 

127  Male  125  Female 

1  Male  -  Female 


14  Total 
5.7 

5  Total 
252  Total 
1  Total 


Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Total  Livebirths  -  4*1 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Livebirths  -  4° 3 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Livebirths  -  - 


Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate: 

(Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births)  -  4«1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate: 

(Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births)  -  4«1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate: 

(Stillbirths  &  deaths  under  1  week  combined  per 

1,000  Total  Live  &  Stillbirths)  -  23.8 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

No.  of  Deaths:  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  &  Stillbirths:  Nil 

Total  Deaths:  123  Male  150  Female  273  Total 

Rate  per  1,000  population:  14 .0 
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SECTION  B 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory 

2 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach 

7 

2 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung,  Bronchus 

4 

2 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Breast 

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

l 

1 

Neoplasms 

22 

11 

33 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

l 

2 

Diabetes 

1 

6 

7 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

18 

31 

49 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

23 

10 

33 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

4 

5 

Other  Heart  Disease 

17 

25 

42 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

1 

19 

20 

Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

9 

10 

Bronchitis 

4 

5 

9 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

- 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined 

1 

1 

2 

Diseases 

7 

13 

20 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

123  150  273 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Heart  Disease  SO 
Cancer  53 
Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  49 
Other  Circulatory  Disease  20 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 
Penzance. 


The  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS, 

BOROUGH  of  PENZANCE 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  pages  are  a  record  of  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  I960,  and  Appendix 
E  is  a  summary  of  the  classified  visits,  inspections,  etc. 
which  were  undertaken  by  the  three  Inspectors  employed  by  the 
Council. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  record  my  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  work  of  the  staff,  and  to  thank  my  colleagues 
in  other  Departments  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
his  valued  guidance  throughout  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  T.  HARPER. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  C 


CLIMATE  I960. 


TEMPERATURES 

RAINFALL 

SUNSHINE 

Max. 

Min. 

Ins. 

Hrs. 

Jan. 

50.0 

40.8 

4.88 

85.6 

Feb. 

48.0 

38.0 

4.45 

124.3 

Mar. 

56.0 

45.0 

3.81 

92.3 

Apr. 

55.0 

45.0 

2.41 

215.7 

May. 

6l.O 

50.0 

1.42 

208.8 

June. 

68.0 

53.0 

1.35 

269.9 

July. 

66.0 

55.0 

4,04 

236.0 

Aug. 

67.0 

54.0 

4.29 

221.2 

Sept. 

64.O 

53.0 

5.49 

186.8 

Oct. 

59.0 

49.0 

8.18 

102.9 

Nov. 

51*2 

44*2 

6.83 

82.7 

Dec. 

49.0 

40.0 

7.13 

78.4 

Mean 

57.9 

47.4 

Total  55.18 

Total  1904.4 

I960  was  a  sunny  but  wet  year.  Sunshine  recorded  exceeded  the 
average  by  260  hours  and  rainfall  by  14  inches.  Rainfall  was 
well  spread  over  the  whole  year,  the  first  six  months  being 
roughly  average  and  the  second  six  months  well  above  average. 

In  sunshine  the  period  March  to  September  inclusive  was  very 
sunny  and  the  considerable  rainfall  which  fell  during  this  period 
fell  generally  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

(The  above  information  was  provided  by  Mr.  J.H.I.Cable,  Borough 
Meteorological  Observer,  to  whom  I  am  indebted. ) 


SECTION  D 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


( 1 )  Water  Supplies 

As  a  result  of  the  discussions  which  took  place  during  1959 
between  representatives  of  the  four  Local  Authorities  in  the  Land's 
End  peninsula  the  constitution  of  a  Joint  Water  Board  was  agreed  and 
this  body  came  into  being  on  February  19th,  I960.  The  Council's 
Water  Committee  was  disbanded  as  from  the  1st  April  of  that  year. 

Despite  some  unexpected  difficulties  on  the  site  which  caused 
delay  in  the  construction  works  at  Drift,  the  dam  for  the  impound¬ 
ing  reservoir  was  completed  late  in  the  year  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  flooding  of  the  valley  in  the  following  January. 

During  the  same  period  work  proceeded  steadily  on  the  laying  of 
service  mains  to  the  areas  proposed  to  be  supplied  from  this  new 
source . 

The  laying  of  a  main  in  the  Tremethick  Cross  area  resulted 
in  the  closure  in  November  of  the  ram  at  Skimmel  Bridge  which  had 
previously  provided  a  part  of  the  old  Tolcarne  supply.  The  high 
level  tank  which  had  been  fed  by  the  ram  was  supplied  directly 
from  Drift  after  that  date  and  used  in  the  rural  district. 


The  balance  of  the  Tolcame  supply  which  was  collected  in  the 
Tregavarah  catchment  area  was  retained  to  supply  the  few  houses 
in  the  Trereife  area  which  were  outside  the  reach  of  the  existing 
Drift  mains.  This  together  with  the  Gulval  supply  were  used  to 
augment  the  two  main  sources  of  supply  to  the  Borough  viz. Drift 
and  Boscathnoe. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  at  any  time  during  the  summer  to 
resort  to  the  use  of  the  old  supplies  at  Mount  Vernon  and  Heamoor 
as  had  been  the  case  during  1959* 

In  addition  to  weekly  sampling  at  source  of  the  main  supplies 
routine  sampling  in  distribution  of  all  supplies  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  year  with  the  following  results s- 


Supply 


Where  taken 


No.  taken 


- - - - 1 

No.  unsatisfac¬ 
tory 


Drift 


At  works 


in  distribution 


52 

54 


1 

1 


Boscathnoe 


At  works 


In  distribution 


52 


53 


Tolcarne 


At  Skimmel 

Bridge . 

In  distribution 


48 

30 


2 

6 


Gulval 


In  distribution 


52 


The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  houses  in  the 
Borough  (a)  without  a  public  water  supply,  (b)  supplied  by  stand¬ 
pipe  and  (c)  with  a  mains  supply :- 


1 

(a)  No  Public  i  (b)  From  Stand- 

Supply  |  pipe 

i 

(c)  Mains 

21  17 

I 

f 

6748 

- - 

(2)  Sewerage 

Early  in  the  year  tenders  were  accepted  for  the  construction 
of  sewers  with  sewage  disposal  plants  in  the  hamlets  of  Tredavoe 
and  Trevithal,  the  sums  involved  being  £3,750  and  £1,490  res¬ 
pectively.  Work  on  the  former  started  in  April  and  on  the 
latter  in  July,  both  schemes  being  completed  by  the  end  of  the. 
year.  Whilst  construction  was  in  progress,  owners  of  properties 
to  be  served  by  the  sewers  were  encouraged  to  arrange  with  the 
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contractors  for  house  connections  to  be  carried  out  simultaneously 
so  that  closet  conversions  could  be  effected  with  a  minimum  of  delay* 

Minor  sewer  extensions  were  carried  out  at  Greenbank,  Harbour 
View  Kenstella  Road  to  enable  small  private  housing  schemes  to 
continue . 

Some  progress  was  also  made  with  the  preparation  of  the  plans 
for  the  Mousehole  sewerage  scheme,  despite  acute  staffing  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Department.  Float  Tests  were 
completed  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  later  in  the  year. 

A  request  was  received  from  a  building  contractor  for  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  sewer  at  Heamoor  to  permit  che  development  of  an 
area  of  land  at  the  rear  of  Parc  Letta,  where  it  was  proposed  that 
84  houses  should  be  erected. 

Sanction  was  given  to  the  West  Penwith  Rural  District  Council 
to  connect  the  proposed  sewer  for  the  Long  Rock  area  into  the 
Gulval  sewerage  system. 

Eight  pail  closets  in  the  Gulval  area  were  converted  to  the 
water  carriage  system  during  the  year. 

The  Council  completed  the  construction  of  a  public  convenience 
for  the  Heamoor  district  during  the  year  in  pursuance  of  the 
policy  of  meeting  the  needs  of  areas  lacking  these  facilities* 

(3)  Public  Swimming  Baths 

No  changes  were  made  during  i960  and  the  position  in  this  res¬ 
pect  is  the  same  as  was  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1959* 

(4)  Housing 

Activities  in  this  important  field  of  social  work  continued 
to  be  restricted  in  I960,  due  to  the  curtailment  of  the  Council's 
building  programme  which  followed  the  financial  crisis.  Only  a 
limited  amount  of  building  was  undertaken  as  a  result  of  which  3 
houses  and  1  flat  were  completed  at  Trevarrack,  Gulval.  During 
this  period  31  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  outlook  was  more  hopeful  however  as  the  Council  in¬ 
vited  tenders  early  in  the  year  from  building  contractors  for  the 
erection  of  70  flats  to  complete  the  St.  Clare  Street  development 
and  a  further  7  dwellings  on  the  cleared  site  at  Melbourne  Terrace, 
Heamoor. 

A  tender  of  £13,000  was  accepted  in  respect  of  the  latter 
site  and  work  commenced  in  July.  It  was  not  until  the  end  of  the 
year  that  a  tender  for  the  former  scheme  was  accepted.  The  sum 
involved,  viz. £115, 000  was  for  the  construction  of  30  two- 
bedroom  flats,  9  one-bedroom  flats  and  31  bed-sitting  rooms.  It 
is  hoped  that  in  this  development  24  units  of  accommodation  will  be 
provided  for  old  people. 

At  December  31st,  I960,  there  were  1624  houses  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Housing  Committee.  A  total  of  41  allocations  of 
houses  was  made  during  the  year,  38  being  to  applicants  on  the 
Points  System  or  as  special  cases,  and  the  remainder  to  families 
living  in  clearance  areas. 
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The  properties  Mo.  3  to  3,  Boachfield  Terrace  were  purchased 
by  agreement..  This  involved  the  displacement  of  8  persons. 

In  the  adjoining  row  -  West  Terrace,  No.  9  which  came  on  the 
market,  was  purchased  in  advance  of  slum  clearance  action.  It  was 
decided  later  to  offer  the  vacated  houses  for  sale  for  clearance 
and  redevelopment  privately. 

The  site  of  Nos.  1  &  2  Fradgan  Place  was  sold  for  private 
redevelopment  and  plans  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  Vaccination 
Court  and  Abbey  Place  sites  were  approved. 

Further  slum  clearance  proposals  involved  the  making  of  a 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  respect  of  10  houses  and  a  store  at 
Polmennor  Cottages  and  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  on  No.  6, 
Millpool  and  No.  19,  St.  Clare  Terrace. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  18  condemned  properties  were 
demolished  and  28  houses  were  made  fit  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  &  Public  Health  Acts. 

Improvement  Grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  69  properties 
(63  Discretionary  Grants  and  6  Standard  Grants).  These  mainly  in¬ 
volved  the  conversion  of  small  bedrooms  into  bathrooms  with  the 
provision  of  hot  water  systems,  but  in  one  instance  a  major  recon¬ 
struction  of  an  old  mansion  resulted  in  the  provision  of  9  self- 
contained  flats. 

Nine  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  during  the  year 
and  4  were  cancelled  on  completion  of  repairs. 

(5)  Food  Administration 

(a)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  This  important  aspect  of  public  health 
work  occupied  much  of  the  time  of  one  Inspector,  with  visits  to  food 
stores  and  shops,  catering  establishments,  hotels  and  guest  houses 
and  other  food  preparing  premises,  not  forgetting  the  itinerant 
stall-holders  who  frequent  the  occasional  fairs.  Many  of  the  visits 
were  made  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  equipment  provided  by 

the  various  proprietors  was  well  maintained  and  put  to  good  use  and 
that  hygienic  principles  were  being  observed.  Almost  2,000  visits 
were  made  for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 

Three  complaints  alleging  unfitness  of  food  were  received  and 
investigated.  These  involved  the  presence  of  foreign  matter  en¬ 
crusted  on  the  inside  of  a  bottle  of  milk,  mould  in  a  sausage  roll 
and  a  splinter  of  glass  in  a  bottle  of  mineral  water.  The 
persons  responsible  were  issued  with  a  warning  in  each  case. 

(b)  The  number  of  the  various  types  of  food  traders  in  the  Borough 
is  shown  in  the  table  be low: - 


(i)  Ho.  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough :- 


Butchers 

34 

Sweets  &  Confectionery 

31 

Manufactur¬ 

Hotels,  Restaurants, 

ing  Butchers 

185 

Cafes  <u  Snack  Bars 

68 

Bakers 

18 

Dairies 

27 

Fish-friers 

185 

Licensed  Premises 

40 

Grocers 

76 

Wet  fish  shops 

9 

Fruiterers  & 

Wine  &  Spirit 

Greengrocers 

23 

Merchants 

6 

Ice  Cream  Premises  1035 
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(ii)  No.  of  registered  premises  in  the  Borough:- 

(a)Under  Sec.  16  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 


139 


(b) Under  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  27 

(iii)The  number  of  inspections  of  all  types  of  food  premises  is 
shown  in  the  summary  of  visits  &  ins]®  ctions  -  Appendix  E. 

(iv)The  arrangement  made  in  1959  with  Mr.  Glasson,Hayle,for  the 
removal  of  condemned  meat  and  offals  from  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  for  disposal  at  a  glue  factory  broke  down  in  mid- 
1960,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  these  materials 
were  removed  on  alternate  days  by  Messrs.  Haynes  for 
treatment  at  their  premises  at  Cuiy  Gross  Lanes,  Helston. 

Other  unsound  food  in  small  quantities  wras  disposed  of  by 
burial  at  the  Council’s  controlled  tip. 

(c)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations .1959.  Routine  sampling 
of  ice  cream  was  carried  out  fortnightly  during  the  summer 
months,  particular  attention  being  paid  to  the  products  of  the 


five  local  manufacturers. 

The  resul' 

ts  of 

the  tests 

which 

showed  an  improvement 

on  the 

previous 

year 

were  as  follows 

Grades 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Local  Manufacturers 

19 

14 

# 

4 

Other  Manufacturers 

12 

1 

— 

— 

Cold  mix  re-con- 

stituted  locally 

2 

5 

1 

- 

Total 

33 

20 

5 

(57%)  (34-  550  (B.  556) 


(d)  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations.  1959.  Some  changes  took  place  in 
the  supply  position  as  reported  for  1959.  The  T.T.  supply 
from  Trannack  Mill  Farm,  Sancreed,  was  discontinued,  and  the 
West  Cornwall  Milk  Co.  Ltd.,  Hayle,  ceased  to  supply  milk  to 
the  Borough.  Except  for  a  little  milk  produced  at  Kestle 
Wartha  Farm,  Manaccan,  and  supplied  from  a  milk  vending 
machine  which  came  into  operation  in  July,  all  the  milk 
retailed  in  the  area  was  pasteurised  and  was  supplied  by 
Primrose  Dairy  Ltd. St.  Erth,  and  Penryn  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd. 

Routine  monthly  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  with 
the  following  results 


Samples  taken 

No.  which  failed 

No.  which  failed 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Test 

Pasteurised 

45 

NIL 

NIL 

T.T. 

5 

NIL 

NIL 

■  ■  ■  — J 
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(e)  Bacteriological  Examinations. The  facilities  of  the  Patho¬ 
logical  Department  at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro,  were 
utilised  for  testing  all  ice  cream,  milk  and  water  samples,  the 
examinations  being  carried  out  free  by  arrangement  with  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service. 

(f)  Slaughterhouses.  The  Slaughterhouse  Report  required  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  was  completed  after 
the  Council  had  had  consultations  with  the  bodies  recommended  by 
the  Ministry  and  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  in  July. 

The  Report  disclosed  that  3  of  the  5  existing  slaughterhouses 
could  not  be  made  to  conform  with  the  requirements  of  the  Hygiene 
and  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  Regulations,  because  of  lack 
of  space,  whilst  an  unsatisfactory  plan  had  been  submitted  in  res¬ 
pect  of  a  fourth. 

Although  the  plan  submitted  in  respect  of  the  fifth  showed 
that,  with  an  appreciable  amount  of  re-building,  a  slaughterhouse 
conforming  to  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  could  be  pro¬ 
vided,  the  Council  were  of  the  opinion  that  all  the  existing 
premises  were  not  sited  in  suitable  areas  and  that  they  ought  to 
be  closed  on  planning  grounds. 

(6)  Camping  1  Caravan  Sites 


All  coastal  authorities  in  the  County  have  a  caravanning 
problem  in  some  degree  and  whilst  Penzance  has  only  two  sites  the 
Borough  Council  has  alx/ays  endeavoured  to  ensure  that  the  owners 
have  provided  standards  above  reproach.  The  Council,  therefore, 
readily  accepted  the  recommendations  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
representatives  of  the  County  Planning  Department  and  members  of 
the  Cornwall  Branch  of  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
set  up  to  revise  standard  conditions  which  had  been  in  operation  for 
over  a  decade  and  which  were  felt  to  be  out-dated  by  the  rapid 
growth  of  caravanning  in  the  County. 

The  new  Standard  Conditions  were  adopted  early  in  I960  and 
the  two  owners  were  notified  of  the  improvements  they  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  carry  out. 

It  was  not  without  a  little  embarassment  that  later  in  the 
year  the  same  people  had  to  be  approached  and  advised  of  the  im- 
plica/tions  of  the  new  Caravan  Sites  1  Control  of  Development,  I960, 
and  told  of  the  additional  facilities  which  would  need  to  be  pro¬ 
vided. 

However,  plans  vrere  received  from  the  respective  proprietors 
before  the  end  of  the  year  whereby  the  requirements  of  the  Model 
Standards  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government 
would  be  met. 

(7)  Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal 

The  refuse  collection  service  continued  to  operate  with  three 
10  cubic  yard  Harrier  Gamecock  and  one  7  cubic  yard  Bantam  vehicles, 
and  14  loaders  and  drivers.  A  weekly  collection  was  made  from 
domestic  premises,  with  more  frequent  visits  being  made  to  business 
premises.  A  sum  of  £3S5  was  received  from  the  latter  service. 

Because  of  the  increasing  amount  of  light  bulky  waste  material 
being  collected  from  business  premises  the  Council  gave  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  question  of  acquiring  a  power-operated  compression 


type  vehicle  'when  the  next  replacement  became  due  in  1961.  To¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  in  hand  for  a  series  of 
demonstrations  by  some  makers’  refuse  lorries  of  this  type. 

The  estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  during  the  year  was 
6,700  tons  and  the  cost  of  collection  was  £11,300.  The  cost  of 
disposal  was  £5 >200.  This  included  the  cost  of  handling  large 
quantities  of  highways  cleanings  and  garden  debris  from  parks,  etc. 
for  which  no  weights  are  available. 

Refuse  disposal  was  carried  out  by  controlled  tipping,  a 
bulldozer  being  employed  for  the  purpose.  The  tipping  site  at 
Eastern  Green  was  filled  early  in  the  year  and  operations  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Trereife,  where  by  agreement  with  the  owner,  a  second 
layer  was  to  be  tipped  over  our  old  site  prxor  to  soiling  out  and 
seeding.  This  agreement  enabled  the  Council  to  continue  tipping 
refuse  while  arrangements  were  made  for  the  diversion  of  the  Newlyn 
Coombe  stream  to  make  a  larger  area  available  for  future  tipping. 

(8)  Factories  Acts  Administration 


Appendix  C  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  this  field  and  is  set  out  in  the  form  as  formerly  submitted 
to  the  Minister  of  Labour. 

The  work  in  the  main  was  of  a  routine  nature  and  calls  for 
little  comment.  Agreement  was  reached  with  representatives  of  the 
South  Western  Gas  Board  for  the  total  enclosure  of  the  coke 
screening  plant  at  the  Wharf  Road  premises,  following  complaints  from 
occupiers  of  nearby  premises  of  nuisances  due  to  deposits  of  fine 
grit  and  dust. 

On  December  1st,  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  fire 
precautions  were  transferred  to  the  Fire  Authority  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  all  the  premises  in  the  Borough  coming  within  the 
scope  of  the  appropriate  sections  had  been  provided  with  Means  of 
Escape  Certificates.  The  assistance  of  the  Divisional  Fire  Officer 
was  appreciated. 

(9)  Rodent  Control 


One  full-time  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  during  the  year. 
Methods  of  treatment  were  strictly  in  accordance  with  Ministry  re¬ 
commendations  and  included  poisoning  and  trapping. 

No  charges  were  made  for  the  treatment  of  dwelling  houses,  but 
business  premises  were  treated  on  a  contract  or  cost-plus  basis. 

In  additior  to  treatments  for  surface  infestations,  two  treat¬ 
ments  of  the  sewers  of  the  Borough  were  carried  out,  and  also  a 
10%  ’’Test  Bait”  of  the  whole  system. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year:- 
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— 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

— .  ■  - 

All  other 
including 
business  & 
industrial 

Total 

Ho.  of 
proper¬ 
ties  in¬ 
spected 

71 

539 

64 

399 

1073 

Ho.  found 
bo  be  in¬ 
fested 

46 

86 

5 

67 

204 

Ho.  treated 
by  Local 
Authority 

46 

86 

— 

5 

67 

_ 

y 

204 

L 

(lO)Disinfection  &  Disinfestation  of  Premises,  etc. 

In  the  absence  of  any  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  very 
few  premises  needed  fumigation  and  what  little  clothing  and  bed¬ 
ding  there  was  requiring  treatment  was  dealt  with  at  the  local 
hospital  by  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

A  few  premises  were  treated  for  flea  infestation  and  fly 
nuisances  and  either  Oammexane  in  smoke  or  powder  form  or  an  insec 
ticidal  spray  was  used. 


-11- 


APPENDIX  A 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Corrected  Notifications.) 
I960 


Disease 

Fenzance 

St.  Ives 

— . . -  —  - - 

West  Penwith 

"~T 

St.  Just 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

15 

6 

m m 

Measles 

3 

15 

10 

16 

Dysentery 

4 

1 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  - 

Respiratory 

8 

5 

4 

5 

Meninges  &  C.N.S. 

- 

1 

- 

— 

Other 

5 

I 

3 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

3 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Pneumonia 

- 

— 

6 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Post  Infectious 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

- 

4 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

I960 


AREA 

! 

Number  of  children  who 
completed  a  Full  Course 
of  Immunisation  in  i960 

Number  of  children 
receiving  Refresher 
Doses 

Under  5 

5-14 

Total 

Penzance 

253 

28 

281 

288 

St.  Ives 

96 

11 

107 

124 

West  Penwith 

260 

21 

281 

176 

St.  Just 

I 

39 

8 

47 

78 
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TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  I960 
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Total  Notifi 
Total  Deaths 


APPENDIX  C 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

PART  I  of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Premises  No.  on 

Register 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4  &  19 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

18 

1 

- 

(ii)Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Sec-  100 

tion  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

81 

4 

(iii)Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Au-  15 

thority( Excluding  out¬ 
workers  '  premise  s ) . 

9 

1 

""  1 

TOTAL  134 

108 

6 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No. of  cases  in 
which  prosecu- 
tions  were  in¬ 
stituted 

I 

Referred 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

/\fant  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

Ever  crowding 

— 

.  

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp. 

— 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation 

m m 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 
(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

1 

• 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

. 

. 

L .  .  ~  J 

Ether  offences  a- 
gainst  the  Act (not 
Including  offences 
Relating  to  out¬ 
work) 

2 

1 

2 

- 

TOTAL  !  6  I  6 

*-■  '  ! 

- 

|  3 

— 

-U- 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Out-work 

Sections  110  and  111 


Nature  of 
Work 

Section  110 

~i 

Section  111 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.  110 
(1),  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send¬ 
ing  list 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prose¬ 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of  in¬ 
stances  of 
work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Pro¬ 

secu¬ 

tions 

Wearing 

apparel 

making, 

etc. 

4 

ISe  ■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| Total 

4 

I:  - 

- 

- 

APPENDIX  D 


HOUSING 

The  following  table  shows  the  houses  under  the  control  of  the 
Council  at  the  end  of  1960:- 


Parc  Wartha 

57 

Penalveme 

170 

Gwavas 

247 

Treneere 

394 

Temporary  Bungalows 

50 

Princess  Royal  Estate 

479 

Mousehole 

15 

Navy  Inn  Court  &  Bowjey 

50 

Prospect  Place  &  St.  Clare 

98 

Custom  House  Court 

12 

Miscellaneous  Tenancies 

29 

Quarterly  &  Monthly 
tenancies 

20 

Trevarrack  Noweth  _ 

1624 


No.  of  Houses  built  by 
Council 

No.  of  Houses  built  by 
Private  Enterprise 

_ t _ 

31 

• 
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■APPENDIX  E 


SUMMARY.  OF  .VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE 

'  SANITARY  i LI ARTMEUT  * 


1.  Complaints  which  received  attention  168 

2.  Public  Health  Act.  1936. 

Drains  inspected  101 

Drains  tested  with  water  18 

Drains  tested  with  smoke  6 

Drains  found  defective  18 

Drainage  work  in  progress  49 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed  18 

New  drains  provided  4 

Water  closets  inspected  44 

Water  closets  found  defective  5 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  6 

New  water  closets  provided  9 

Earth  or  pail  closets  converted  8 

Inspections  in  connection  with  nuisances  290 

Eaves  gutters  &  downspouts  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Dampness  abated  3 

Minor  repairs  effected  14 

Nuisances  from  accumulations  abated  5 

Premises  found  to  be  verminous  1 

Premises  disinfested  30 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  3 

Premises  disinfected  8 

Bedding  &  clothing  disinfected  3 

Visits  re  water  supplies  27 

Water  samples  taken  (a)  bacteriological  336 

(b)  chemical  - 

Premises  provided  with  water  5 

Visits  re  removal  of  refuse  (a)  domestic  17 

(b)  trade  26 

Visits  to  refuse  tips  170 

Public  convenience  inspections  54 

Inspections  of  sanitary  accommodation  at 
licensed  premises,  catering  establishments 

&  places  of  entertainment  9 

Inspections  of  offensive  trades  11 

Inspections  of  streams  &  watercourses  53 

Inspections  of  camping  sites  55 

General  inspections  of  district  19 

3.  Housing  &  Rent  Acts. 

Inspections  under  Section  9  59 

Inspections  under  Section  16  36 

Inspections  under  Section  18  9 

Inspections  under  Section  42  32 

Inspections  under  Section  76  14. 

Premises  found  to  be  overcrowded  2 

No.  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  28 

No.  of  demolition  &  closing  orders  made  2 

Visits  in  connection  with  housing  applications  3 

Visits  re  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  86 

Miscellaneous  Visits  under  Housing  Acts,  etc.  53 

General  surveys  for  clearance  area  action  4 

Houses  demolished  18 
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4*  Food  &  Drugs  Act* 

Inspections  of  food  preparing  premises  397 

Inspections  of  food  stores  &  shops  780 

Inspections  of  guesthouses  &  hotels  19 

Inspections  of  fishmarket,  stalls  &  stores  60 

Inspections  of  restaurants,  kitchens  &  canteens  84 

Inspections  of  licensed  premises  6 

Inspections  of  ice  cream  premises  90 

Inspections  of  bakehouses  33 

Inspections  of  fried  fish  shops  33 

Visits  re  Slaughterhouse  Regulations  23 

Visits  to  Markets  90 

Visits  re  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  258 

No.  of  ice  cream  samples  taken  58 

5.  Factories  Acts. 

Routine  inspections  89 

Inspections  of  sanitary  accommodation  19 

6.  Shops  Act. 

Routine  inspections  142 

7.  Milk  &  Fairies  Administration. 

Inspections  of  dairies  80 

No.  of  milk  samples  taken  50 

8.  Rodent  Control. 

Visits  to  dwellinghouses  125 

Visits  to  business  premises  81 

Miscellaneous  visits  75 

Sewer  treatments  4 

9.  Miscellaneous  Visits.  307 


10.  Notices  (other  than  Housing  Act). 

(a)  Informal  -  Served  53 

-  Complied  with  43 

(b)  Statutory  -  Served  1 

-  Complied  with 
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APPENDIX  F 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

— 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  & 
Inspected 

1819 

836 

421 

2269 

1636 

All  diseases 
except  Tubercu- 
losis  Sc  Cysticer- 

cus  Bovis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

.  . 

2 

6 

9 

15 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  condemned 

345 

238 

5 

244 

148 

Percentage  of  no. 
inspected  with  di¬ 
sease  other  than 
T.B.  &  C.B. 

19.1 

29.2 

3.3 

11.4 

9.2 

T.B.  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

13 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

96 

216 

- 

- 

10 

Percentage  of  no. 
inspected  affected 
with  T.B. 

5.4 

27.4 

- 

- 

.6 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

4 

1 

- 

- 

Carcases  submit¬ 
ted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

" 

Generalised  and 

totally  con-  i  - 

demned 

- 

1 

-  ■ 

Total  Weight  rejected  17Tons  1  cwt.  56  lbs. 
No.  of  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses . 2,776 

In  addition  to  the  above  303  animals  were  inspected  together 
with  a  quantity  of  edible  offal,  this  being  meat  slaughtered  outside 
the  Borough.  Of  this  amount,  10  lbs  were  rejected  on  account  of 
T.B.  &  7  cwts.  34  lbs.  were  rejected  on  account  of  other  diseases 
and  conditions. 
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OTHER  FOOD  REJECTED 


Tons  Cwts  lbs 

Poultry... . . . 1  11 

Fish... . . . 1  4 

Fruit . . 12  13 

Bacon  &  Kam . 19 

Sausages . . . 59 

Cheese  &  Cheese  Spread .  1  44 

Dried  Fruit . . . . . . .  56 

Vegetables . . . . . .  3  12  108 

Cake . 17 

Cereals . . 23 

Cooked  Meats . . . 6 

Miscellaneous...... .  1  3 


4  11  27 


Total  number  of  Condemnation  Certificates  issued  in  respect  of 
meat  and  other  foods:-  1^237. 


-19' 


* 


/ 

